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years, and he earned a reputation for having 
great political insight and courage. 

Joe was a respected journalist and came 
from the infamous Class of 1943 at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, which included Les Ander-
son, Jeff Kitchens, Aaron U. Jones, and Bill 
Roth, Jr. After serving in the Army in the Aleu-
tian Islands during World War II, he wrote for 
Northwest newspapers. He covered drama, lit-
erature, labor, politics, sports, and music. One 
weekend, he covered a heavyweight fight, a 
college football game, and the Seattle Sym-
phony. The next day he ran into the president 
of the symphony, who said, ‘‘Joe, last night I 
thought I went to a symphony concert, but 
when I read your review this morning I knew 
I’d been to a title fight instead.’’ Gradually, pol-
itics and labor issues became Joe’s focus. 

In 1958, Joe moved his wife Rosalie Daggy 
Miller and their two daughters from Seattle to 
Washington, D.C., to become the executive di-
rector of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee. He helped elect many Democratic 
senators, including Senators Ed Muskie, Gay-
lord Nelson, Bill Proxmire, and Frank Church. 
Later he advised the presidential election of 
John F. Kennedy. The Washington Post once 
called him the Democrats’ answer to Madison 
Avenue. Senator Dick Neuberger said of Joe 
that he ‘‘would never base a campaign on per-
sonal malice or an appeal to a hate element. 
His politics are never bitter.’’ 

Joe had an almost encyclopedic memory for 
details and always told it like it was. These tal-
ents usually served him well as he rep-
resented clients such as the Marine Engineers 
Beneficial Association, United Steelworkers of 
America, American Association of Railroads, 
Port of Portland, Western Forest Industries 
Association, and Association of Oregon and 
California Land Grant Counties. 

A life-long Democrat, Joe had great friend-
ships and professional relationships with many 
Republicans. As he once said, ‘‘We would 
hash out issues all day long, but when 5 
o’clock came, we were all on the same side.’’ 
Joe and his second wife, Erna Wahl Miller, 
personal secretary to Senator Henry ‘‘Scoop’’ 
Jackson, were valued friends and hosts to 
many in their home on Capitol Hill until Erna’s 
death in 2004. 

In 2008, Joe’s memoir, The Wicked Wine of 
Democracy, was published by the University 
of Washington Press. The book is a candid 
look at politics from the 1950s onward. Joe 
wanted to call his memoir When Politics Was 
Fun, but the UW Press, publishing the book 
as a potential political-science text, had other 
ideas. 

For over 40 years, Joe met for lunch every 
Friday at the Irish Times on Capitol Hill with a 
drop-in group of old and new friends. He re-
spected ‘‘the wit and wisdom of his Friday 
lunch gang,’’ which represented a wide range 
of political thought. Joe’s ability to listen to 
other points of view and to find common 
ground kept his voice relevant and in demand 
throughout his life. 

Joe was a great believer in the ‘‘American 
Political Way’’ and said, ‘‘We have overcome 
many challenges over two centuries and have 
always emerged a stronger and more demo-
cratic nation as a result.’’ 

Thanks to Joe Miller for his dedication and 
contributions to the political process. His posi-
tive outlook and ability to adapt to changing 
times, even in his 90s, will be missed. 
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, the 
GOP healthcare bill today marks a dis-
appointing abdication of now more than 50 
years of work to invest in the health care of 
our citizens. The bill strips coverage from at 
least 24 million Americans. WHAT A SHAME. 

This GOP bill is being rushed to passage 
without an updated CBO score. My Repub-
lican colleagues should be ashamed of them-
selves for playing such silly, political games 
with the health of the American people and 1/ 
6th of the American economy. 

In my home state of Alabama, this GOP bill 
will exacerbate the cost of uncompensated 
care, which already exceeds $694 million an-
nually in Alabama. Alabama’s hospitals collec-
tively would see an increase of more than $97 
million (at least) in uncompensated care costs 
due to the coverage losses in this bill. 

This GOP bill will gut Medicaid, which is the 
single largest insurer for children in America. 
It is a lifeline for disabled and nursing home 
patients across my district and across this 
country yet this GOP bill slashes Medicaid by 
more than $800 billion. 

This GOP bill will be devastating to Amer-
ica’s hospitals. Children’s Hospital of Alabama, 
for example, is projected to lose $752 million 
in Medicaid revenues through 2026 under this 
bill. In 2018, the hospital would lose $1.4 mil-
lion in uncompensated care costs. I am hon-
ored to represent UAB here in Congress, 
which is Alabama’s largest employer and is 
set to lose $613 million in Medicaid revenues. 
Bad debt would increase by 90 million a year 
for the hospital. The CEO of UAB health, Dr. 
Will Ferniany, says the bill is ‘‘bad for Ala-
bama, bad for older people, bad for Alabama 
hospitals, and bad for the poor.’’ 

The good, hard-working people of America 
have much to lose under this GOP bill. 

Our rural hospitals can absolutely NOT af-
ford these cuts as this GOP bill will only wors-
en the rural hospital closure crisis. Almost 80 
percent of rural hospital closures since 2010 
have occurred in states that haven’t expanded 
Medicaid under the ACA. As Representative of 
a state with one of the most bare-bones Med-
icaid programs in the country, I know full well 
that capping and cutting Medicaid is not the 
direction we want to go in. 

Our sacred responsibility to make strategic 
investments in the health of every American 
has the stark and immediate urgency of right 
and wrong. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against this 
harmful GOP bill, which will result in higher 
costs, less coverage, and fewer protections. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF DR. JEREMY GREEN 

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of Dr. Jeremy Green of Green Bay, 

Wisconsin, and his more than five decades of 
service to the people of Northeast Wisconsin. 

When he graduated from at the University of 
the Witwatersrand in South Africa, he couldn’t 
have known how far his journey as a physi-
cian would take him or how many thousands 
of lives he would touch. From Johannesburg, 
Dr. Green began his remarkable personal and 
professional journey by heading to post-
graduate work in Belfast and London, then at 
Boston City Hospital, Jersey City Medical Cen-
ter, Cincinnati General Hospital and in the City 
of Melbourne, Australia. 

But it was when he reached Green Bay in 
1964 that he knew he had found his real 
home. He and his wife, Elizabeth, a British 
nurse, raised their family in Green Bay and 
then joined them as American citizens in 
1995. 

Over the years, he helped launch the Green 
Bay Area Free Clinic, UW-Green Bay’s stu-
dent health services and health services for 
the university’s athletic teams. 

Beyond his medical service, his contribu-
tions to community organizations in Northeast 
Wisconsin are simply too many to recount 
here. 

Dr. Green has been honored by groups 
ranging from the Northeastern Wisconsin Afri-
can-American Association to the State Medical 
Society of Wisconsin, from the Neville Public 
Museum to Scholarships, Inc. In 1987, he re-
ceived the Chancellor’s Award for Lifetime 
Service from UW-Green Bay and in 2000, he 
received the NFL Community Quarterback 
Award from the Green Bay Packers. 

In coming days, Dr. Green will step down 
from active practice in Green Bay. However, 
just as he always has, he will continue to 
serve his community and pursue his many in-
terests. We would expect nothing less from 
that young South African physician who some-
how found his way to Northeast Wisconsin, 
raising a proud family and lifting the lives of 
countless Americans along the way. 

f 

CELEBRATING FRED RISSER’S 
90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR. 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise along with my colleague, Rep. GWEN 
MOORE, to celebrate the 90th Birthday of Wis-
consin State Senator Fred Risser on May 5, 
2017. Born in Madison, Wisconsin in 1927, 
Mr. Risser was elected to Wisconsin’s Assem-
bly in 1956 and the Senate in 1962. He is cur-
rently the nation’s longest-serving state legis-
lator, and shows no sign of slowing down any-
time soon. 

Born and raised in Madison, Senator Risser 
is the fourth generation of his family to serve 
in the Wisconsin Legislature. His father, Fred 
E. Risser, grandfather, Ernest Warner, and 
great-grandfather Clement Warner, were all 
dedicated public servants. 

Mr. Risser joined the Navy just prior to his 
18th birthday. Trained as a medic, Mr. Risser 
spent time in Newport, R.I., then in Panama 
before he returned to the United States. Mr. 
Risser was educated in the Madison public 
schools, and then used the GI Bill to attend 
Carleton College and the University of Wis-
consin-Madison (where he earned a B.A.), and 
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